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Optimus 2008 – 48% Cabernet Sauvignon, 28% Syrah, 24% Petit Verdot – 15.5% alc - is simply luscious. Integrated aromas of fir, graphite, and acacia make an excellent nose. A focused attack of crushed flowers, geranium oil, cherries, and plums wash over the palate, and finish with orange peel and toast. Best Optimus ever?

Cote a Cote 2008 – 40% Grenache, 40% Syrah, 20% Mourvedre – 15.9% alc - features tea and tobacco leaf, garrigue, and jambon in the nose, as well as blueberries and pencil shavings. The mouth is full of spicy berries, licorice, and red currants. This wine is impeccably integrated.

Estate Cuvee 2008 – 50% Syrah, 36% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14% Petit Verdot – 15.9% alc - is purple/ black, with like aromas of cedar box, wild blackberries, black cherry, and fresh, raw, beef. Anise and cola flavors ride the big attack, resolving themselves in tight flavors of blueberries and acacia in the enormous middle palate, finishing long with orange rind, spice and everything.

Roussanne Estate 2009 – 85% Roussanne, 15% Viognier – 14.2% alc - is perhaps Stephan’s best Roussanne ever. Straw/green in color, the aromas of stone fruit and minerals are intense, with honeysuckle notes on top. A massive attack of winter fruit and dried stone fruit on the palate lingers long, finishing in vanilla and cardamom. A winner!

Estate Rose 2009 – 38% Syrah, 25% Mourvedre, 20% Grenache, 17% Cabernet Sauvignon – 14.8% alc - is a playful treat in very limited production that you must come to the winery to try. Buy some for the summer heat wave. You’ll be glad that you did!

Le Grand Verdot 2008 – 60% Petit Verdot, 28% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Syrah – 15.9% alc - Purple! Juicy, vinous aromas of currant, blackberry preserves and licorice marry with the floral notes of crushed violets and “garrigue”.  Mineral notes (chalk, graphite) in the aroma also lead the broad, soft attack on the palate, followed by leather and viande wrapped around peppery, dark berry fruit.  The mouth feel is dense and satiny. 
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