
O P T I M U S  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - AUGUST 2018          RATING  

Br i l l iant  v io le t .  Ripe dark  berr ies ,  l icor ice ,  woodsmoke and 
candied v io le t  on the  deeply  perfumed,  spice-accented nose. 
Concentrated but  l ive ly  as  wel l ,  of fer ing intense  b lackberry, 
c a s s i s ,  c o l a  a n d  s p i c e c a k e  f l a vo r s  t h a t  s h o w  i m p r e s s i v e 
de l i n ea t i on  and  back-end  l i f t .  A  ve r y  l ong ,  s appy  f i n i sh 
features  slow-building tannins, a hint of mocha and lingering 
smokiness .

E S TAT E  C U V É E  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - AUGUST 2018          RATING  

Vivid purple. A highly complex bouquet evokes r ipe dark fruit, 
exotic spices and flowers, along with suggestions of incense, 
vanil la,  pipe tobacco and candied l icor ice. Stains the palate 
w i th  deep-p i tched  dark  ber r y  l iqueur ,  sp icecake  and  rose 
pa s t i l l e  f l a vo r s  sha rpened  by  a  l a t e  j o l t  o f  j u i c y  a c id i t y . 
Impress ive ly  concent ra ted  but  l i ve ly  too ,  showing  superb 
delineation on the f loral-accented finish, which is framed by 
dusty tannins that are quickly absorbed by the wine’s dense 
fruit.

C Ô T E  À  C Ô T E  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - AUGUST 2018          RATING  

Deep bright-rimmed ruby. Intensely perfumed red and blue fruit, 
f loral  past i l le ,  cola and al lspice aromas are sharpened by a 
powerful mineral note. Juicy and densely packed on the palate, 
offering sappy black currant and cherry-vanilla flavors that take 
on a spicy nuance with aeration. Finishes sweet, smooth and im-
pressively long, displaying lingering spiciness and smooth, well-
knit tannins.

“Stephan Asseo has a long and admirable track record 
for producing wines that meld the elegance of Bordeaux, 
where he was born and raised, and the ripeness and 
power of Paso Robles, where he has lived and made wine 
since 1997. That melding is both figurative and literal, 
as many of his wines are blends of traditional Bordeaux 
varieties (Cabernet Sauvignon and Petit Verdot) and 
the Rhône varieties (Syrah, Grenache and Mourvèdre) 
on which this region’s fame has been built.  Asseo is a 
curious and often experimental winemaker and was an 
early proponent in the region of using clay amphoras. 
He’s not afraid of new oak but isn’t crazy about using 
it at the expense of clarity. I learned a while ago that 
these wines, seductive as they are soon after release, 
really shine with bottle age, when the fruit and oak 
have had time to get to know each other better.”

   - Stephan Asseo
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L E S  D E M O I S E L L E S  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - AUGUST 2018        RATING  

Youthful purple. A highly perfumed bouquet evokes ripe dark 
berries, candied flowers, incense and exotic spices, along with
a smoky mineral overtone. Pliant, seamless and intensely spicy 
on the palate, offer ing deeply concentrated, mineral-lace 
blackberry, bitter cherry, vanilla and floral pastille flavors that 
f i rm  up  s l ow ly  a s  t he  w ine  opens  up .  Concen t r a t ed  ye t 
energetic, even lithe, delivering strong finishing thrust and 
dusty, well-knit tannins that come in late.

F O R  H E R  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - AUGUST 2018        RATING  

Inky ruby. Pungent, highly expressive aromas of r ipe dark 
berr ies, potpourr i,  sandalwood and smoky minerals pick up a 
spicy nuance with aeration. Sweet and seamless in the mouth, 
displaying superb clar ity to the sappy, mineral-tinged black 
raspberry, boysenberry, candied violet and spicecake f lavors. 
Possesses a suave blend of power and finesse and finishes 
s t r i k ing ly  long  and  swee t ,  w i th  s low-mount ing  tann ins 
framing the l inger ing blue fruit and flowers. 

C H L O É  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - AUGUST 2018        RATING  

Opaque, bright-rimmed ruby. A deeply perfumed, complex 
bouquet  features  boysenberry,  cherry  preserve,  l icor ice , 
vanilla and smoky mineral qualities. Stains the palate with 
swee t  b l a ck  and  b lue  f r u i t ,  sp i c ecake  and  cand i ed  ro s e 
flavors that show a surprisingly delicate touch given their heft. 
Smooth, slow-building tannins frame a broad, smoky finish 
that hangs on with superb, floral-dominated persistence.
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