
O P T I M U S  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - APRIL 2018              RATING  

A blend of 50% Syrah, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon and 20% Petit 
Verdot that checks in at 15.4% alcohol, the 2016 Optimus reveals a 
lavish bouquet of crunchy berries, anise and creamy new oak. On 
the palate, it’s full-bodied, spicy and richly tannic, with generous, 
oak-influenced flavors and a crunchy core of fruit. The finish is 
long and youthfully chewy. Bottled barely one month before I 
tasted it, this is already quite expressive and should begin to drink 
well after just a few years. The Optimus is Asseo’s longest-running 
cuvée,  rea l iz ing an ambit ion to  b lend Syrah and Cabernet 
Sauvignon he nurtured in his native Bordeaux.

E S TAT E  C U V É E  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - APRIL 2018              RATING  

The 2016 Estate Cuvee reveals a youthful bouquet of crème de 
cassis, ripe plums, licorice, pencil shavings and anise, framed by 
a generous application of creamy, spicy new oak. On the palate, 
it’s full-bodied, ripe and heavily extracted, clamping down on the 
tongue and gums with an impenetrable wall of firm, chewy tannin 
that makes it hard to read. It’s a bit too soon after bottling to truly 
get a handle on this, so I’ve given it a hesitant bracketed score. 
It’s a blend of 52% Syrah, 32% Cabernet Sauvignon and 16% Petit 
Verdot that was matured in 90% new oak.

C Ô T E  À  C Ô T E  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - APRIL 2018              RATING  

The 2016 Cote  a  Cote  f rom L’Aventure  of fer s  up aromas of 
black cherr ies,  c love,  anise and dark chocolate.  On the pa la te , 
t h e  w ine  i s  f u l l -bod i ed ,  r i ch  and  expans i ve ,  w i th  a  b road 
at tack,  a  sweet ,  rounded mid-palate  and a  f i rm,  chewy f in ish 
that  shows a  b i t  of  s tem tannin.  There’s  a  n ice  ju ic iness  and 
pur i ty  to  th is  large-sca led,  powerfu l  e f for t  that ’ s  a  b lend of 
55% Grenache,  25% Mourvèdre  and 20% Syrah.

“ A  l a r g e  a p p e l l a t i o n ,  Pa s o  a l s o  va r i e s  c o n s i d e r a b l y 
from one location to another, and in 2014, that d i ve r s i t y 
wa s  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  f u l l y  1 1  n e w  s u b - AVA s .  T h e  m o s t 
o bv i o u s  c o n t r a s t ,  h owe ve r ,  c a n  b e  d r a w n  b e t we e n  t h e 
c o o l e r  we s t e r n  s u b - AVA s ,  s u c h  a s  W i l l ow  C r e e k  a n d 
t h e  Te m p l e t o n  G a p — w h i c h  e n j oy  h i g h e r  r a i n f a l l  a n d 
f r e q u e n t l y  c a l c a r e o u s  s o i l s . R h ô n e  va r i e t i e s  c o n t i n u e 
t o  b e  t h e  r e g i o n ’ s  c a l l i n g  c a r d ,  b u t  Pa s o ’ s  B o r d e a u x 
b l e n d s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p e l l i n g . ”
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L E S  D E M O I S E L L E S  2 0 1 6 
TASTING DATE - APRIL 2018           RATING  

A blend of 60% Mourvèdre and 40% Syrah, the 2016 Demoiselles 
Proprietary Red offers up a dramatic nose of black cherries, 
cassis, warm spices and creamy new oak. On the palate, it’s 
full-bodied, r ich and layered, with a chewy chassis of tannins 
and extract concealed in an ample core of dark fruit preserve. 
The finish is long and youthfully taut.

I N S P I R A C Í O N  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - APRIL 2018           RATING  

A blend of 40% Grenache, 33% Cabernet Sauvignon and 
27% Syrah, the 2016 Inspiracíon wafts from the glass with a 
sun-kissed bouquet of plum preserve,  cassis,  f ig and sweet 
spices,  with hints of  some savory bass notes to come. On 
the palate,  i t ’s  ful l-bodied, plush and juicy,  with a r ichly 
extracted, f lavorful  mid-palate and some chewy tannins that 
make themselves fel t  on the f inish.

F O R  H E R  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - APRIL 2018           RATING  

A blend of  46% Syrah,  39% Graciano and 15% Viognier , 
the 2016 For Her bursts  from the g lass  with an express ive 
bouquet  of  r ipe cass is ,  orange blossom and pepper that ’s 
s trongly marked by exot ica from i ts  Viognier  component. 
On the palate,  i t ’ s  ful l-bodied,  supple and velvety,  with an 
expans i ve  a t t a ck ,  f i n e -g ra ined  t ann in s  and  a  r i pe  bu t 
succulent  core of  frui t .  The f inish is  long,  f ine-grained and 
fragrant.  I ts  textural  e legance and integrat ion made this  one 
of  my favor i tes  in the L’Aventure range.

C H L O É  2 0 1 6
TASTING DATE - APRIL 2018           RATING  

The 2016 Cuvee Chloe i s  a  b lend of  69% Syrah and 31% 
Grenache that is co-fermented and saw around 20% whole 
cluster fermentation. The wine reveals aromas of r ipe black 
fruits, roasted meat, espresso roast, dark chocolate and 
cracked pepper, followed by a r ich, full-bodied palate that’s 
amply endowed with extract, fruit and firm, chewy tannins—
which may be stem-derived. It was only bottled a month ago 
when I tasted it, but even so, it’s quite structurally assertive, 
so this is a wine for consumers that aren’t afraid of tannin.
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