
E S TAT E  C U V É E  B L A N C  2 0 2 0
TASTING DATE - FEBRUARY 2022        RATING  

A blend of 54% Roussane, 27% Viognier and 19% Grenache 
Blanc, the 2020 Cuvée Blanc comes part ia l ly from the new 
Roussanne vines planted after 2015. It ’s  mineral ly and shy to 
begin at  this  youthful  stage,  with soft  yel low orchard fruits 
and nutty,  honeyed undertones.  The palate is  fresh and sat iny, 
and the f inish is  upl if ted.  It  wi l l  benefi t  from another year or 
two in bott le.

O P T I M U S  2 0 1 9
TASTING DATE - FEBRUARY 2022        RATING  

The 2019 Optimus is  a  blend of  57% Syrah,  31% Cabernet 
Sauvignon and 12% Petit  Verdot. It  has a medium ruby-purple 
color and pure aromas of red and black berr ies with earthy, 
autumnal accents and a streak of spice. The medium-bodied 
palate is grainy and fresh, with pretty f loral perfume on the 
long finish.

E S TAT E  C U V É E  2 0 1 9
TASTING DATE - FEBRUARY 2022        RATING  

The 2019 Estate Cuvée, a blend of 50% Syrah, 35% Cabernet 
Sauvignon and 15% Peti t  Verdot,  has a deep ruby-purple color 
and fragrant aromas of cassis,  l icor ice,  dr ied roses,  leather 
and youthful  new oak spice.  The ful l-bodied palate is  s i lky 
a n d  u p l i f t e d ,  w i t h  f i n e ,  s a v o r y  a c c e n t s  a n d  a  v e r y  l o n g , 
mineral-dr iven f inish.  It  deserves another 3-5 years in bott le 
and wil l  be long l ived in the cel lar.

“ I n  P a s o  R o b l e s ,  t h e  s u p e r  r i p e ,  b o l d  s t y l e  o f  t h e 
l a s t  s e v e r a l  v i n t a g e s  i s  t o n e d  d ow n .  L a t e r - r i p e n i n g 
va r i e t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  C a b e r n e t  S a u v i g n o n  a n d  S y r a h , 
o f f e r  s o f t e r ,  m o r e  a p p r o a c h a b l e  t a n n i n  s t r u c t u r e s , 
l ow e r  a l c o h o l s  a n d  s o f t ,  j u i c y  b u r s t s  o f  a c i d i t y .  I n 
general,  wines in 2019 managed to pack a lot of f l a v o r 
o n t o  s l e n d e r  f r a m e s ,  a n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  w i n e s  a r e 
r e a d y  t o  d r i n k  s t r a i g h t a w a y .  T h e  b a l a n c e ,  i n t e n s i t y 
a n d  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  w i n e s  a n d  t h e  c o n s i s t e n c y 
a c r o s s  va r i e t i e s  a n d  r e g i o n s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  m a n y  o f 
t h e  2 0 1 9 s  d o  o f f e r  a  d e c a d e  o r  m o r e  o f  c e l l a r i n g 
p o t e n t i a l . ” 
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C Ô T E  À  C Ô T E  2 0 1 9
TASTING DATE - FEBRUARY 2022     RATING  

The 2019 Côte a Côte is stunning this year, made up of 34% 
Grenache, 34% Syrah and 32% Mourvèdre. It has alluring, 
savory-tinged scents of blood orange, tar, aniseed and dried 
flowers with an undercurrent of spicy accents. The palate is 
ultra classy and pure, with fine, pixelated tannins, uplifting 
acidity and slowly opening layers of perfumed fruit that drive 
the very long finish.

É P I C É  2 0 1 9
TASTING DATE - FEBRUARY 2022     RATING  

The new 2019 Épicé comes from four barrels of Syrah that 
weren’t blended into L’Aventure’s other cuvées this vintage. 
Deep ruby-purple ,  i t ’ s  burst ing wi th  pure  cass is ,  whi te 
pepper,  bi t ter  chocolate  and violet  aromas.  Sat iny and 
seamless, it glides effortlessly across the palate with detailed 
flavors and finishes very long and mineral-driven. It deserves 
more time in bottle and should be long lived.

I N S P I R A C Í O N  2 0 1 9
TASTING DATE - FEBRUARY 2022     RATING  

The 2019 Inspiracíon is a blend of 38% Grenache, 30% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 28% Syrah and 4% Grenache Blanc, inspired by 
the wines of Priorat in Spain. Deep ruby-purple, it offers 
alluring blackcurrants laced with graphite, violets and blood 
orange, with a slowly emerging array of spicy accents. The 
full-bodied palate is intensely fruited and elegantly framed, 
with silky tannins and bursts of juicy acidity elevating the 
layered finish.

C A B E R N E T  S A U V I G N O N  2 0 1 9
TASTING DATE - FEBRUARY 2022     RATING  

Blended with 5% Peti t  Verdot and matured in 80% new 
oak,  the 2019 Cabernet  Sauvignon Reserve is  ul tra c lassy 
and very wel l-structured.  Deep ruby-purple,  i t  offers  very 
pure black and red currants,  l icor ice,  dr ied roses and 
bouquet garni  aromas,  underpinned by subtle  nuances 
of  graphite and youthful  oak spices.  The medium-bodied 
palate boasts  melt ing,  chocolate-textured tannins,  fresh 
acidity and notable fruit  intensity,  f inishing very long 
and m i n e r a l - d r i v e n .  T h i s  a l l u r i n g ,  b a l a n c e d  C a b e r n e t 
Sauvignon has a long l i fe  ahead in bott le.
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F O R  H E R  2 0 1 9
TASTING DATE - FEBRUARY 2022        RATING  

The 2019 For Her is a blend of 56% Syrah, 32% Graciano and 
12% Viognier. Deep ruby-purple, i t  unfurls to cassis,  mint 
chocolate, l icor ice and cracked pepper, with f loral and meaty 
aromas coming through with t ime in the glass. The palate is 
elegant and polished, with fine, pixelated tannins, seamless 
f r e shne s s  and  a  l ong ,  m ine ra l -d r i ven  f i n i sh .  I t ’ s  a  g r ea t 
candidate for extended cel lar ing.

C H L O É  2 0 1 9
TASTING DATE - FEBRUARY 2022        RATING  

A blend of co-fermented Syrah (69%), Grenache (23%) and 
Viognier (8%), the 2019 Cuvée Chloe has a deep ruby color and 
is especially fragrant this vintage, bursting with scents of red 
cherries, blueberries and blood orange with accents of violet, 
garrigue, tar and forest floor. The medium-bodied palate is fresh 
and silky with pure, layered fruits and a long finish. It deserves 
another 3-5 years in bottle and should be long lived in the cellar.

96+

95+


