
E S TAT E  C U V É E  B L A N C  2 0 2 1
TASTING DATE  9/23/2022                    RATING  

Limey, mineral nose with a floral hint. Textured and crisp, 
medium-bodied on the palate with fresh, medium acidity. Very 
subtle and nuanced showing elegance and fine composition. 60% 
roussanne, 20% viognier, 20% grenache blanc. Drink now.

O P T I M U S  2 0 2 0
TASTING DATE  9/23/2022                    RATING  

Grilled meat, bacon fat, tobacco and olives to the nose that 
follow through to a medium- to full-bodied palate with rich, 
creamy tannins. 58% syrah, 31% cabernet sauvignon, 11% petit 
verdot. Drink now or hold.

        “L’Aventure’s Paso Robles Willow Creek 
District Côte à Côte 2020, a blend of 45
percent grenache, 30 percent syrah and 25 percent 
mourvèdre, was the standout among the wineries’ 
many blended wines and cabernet sauvignons.

Asseo  underscored  the  importance  o f  look ing 
a t  po lyphenol ic  matur i ty  before  harves t ,  and 
not  jus t  a t  Br ix  l eve l s .  And thanks  to  the  coo l 
n ights  in  Wi l low Creek  Dis tr ic t ,  L’  Aventure 
genera l ly  harves ts  around two weeks  la ter  than 
Chateauneuf-du-Pape  in  France,  he  sa id .  “To 
achieve  the  matur i ty  o f  po lyphenols ,  we  need  to 
keep  the  f r u i t  longer  on  the  v ines  because  o f  the 
coo l  n ights  here  that  generate  h igh  ac id i ty .  Of 
course ,  you  a l so  have  to  th ink  about  your  yeas t , 
and most  yeas t  wi l l  d ie  a t  16  percent  a lcohol , 
but  you  must  put  ever yth ing  into  context .”

Asseo  se t t led  in  Paso  around 25  years  ago  and 
es tab l i shed  L’Aventure  Winer y  a f ter  se l l ing 
Chateau  F leur  Cardina le  in  Sa int-Emi l ion, 
where he was put off by the rigid AOC regulations. 
His signature blend of syrah, cabernet  sauvignon 
and pet i t  verdot  i s  h i s  bes t  response  as  to  why 
he  le f t  Sa int-Emi l ion,  where  such  combinat ions 
can’ t  even  be  a t tempted.

Both his  Optimus and Estate Cuvée are blends of 
the three varieties, while Côte a Côte is greache-
syrah-mourvedre  b lend that  pays  t r ibute  to 
Chateauneuf-du-Pape. With outstanding balance, 
you barely feel  the heat in these deep and opulent 
yet  fresh and racy reds.”
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E S T A T E  C U V É E  2 0 2 0
TASTING DATE  9/23/2022                  RATING  

Real ly  impress ive  depth here .  Vio le ts ,  b lueberr ies , 
b lackberr ies ,  graphi te ,  ink  and chalk  to  the  nose.  Rich, 
vo luptuous and f lavorfu l  wi th  f i rm,  but  s i lky  tannins . 
Concentrated,  res tra inedly  p lush and muscular  wi th  a 
l inger ing f in ish that  goes  on and on.  45% syrah,  40% 
cabernet  sauvignon and 15% pet i t  verdot .

C Ô T E  À  C Ô T E  2 0 2 0
TASTING DATE  9/23/2022                  RATING  

I love the depth and the mineral quality of this. Dark 
cherries, black licorice, iodine, graphite, oyster shells and 
hot stones. Quite vertical yet broad, with super fine but 
present tannins. Long, seductive yet quite focused, too. 
A stunner from L’Aventure. 45% grenache, 30% syrah and 
25% mourvedre. Drink or hold. 

L E S  D E M O I S E L L E S  2 0 2 0
TASTING DATE  9/23/2022                  RATING   

An intense, meaty mourvedre and syrah blend with dark 
cherries, asphalt, blackberries. Rich, juicy and flavorful on 
the palate with lots of fine tannins. Nicely generous, but still 
fresh and racy. 90% mourvedre and 10% syrah. Drink or hold.

I N S P I R A C Í O N  2 0 2 0
TASTING DATE  9/23/2022                  RATING  

Quite racy and r ich nose with dr ied strawberr ies, asphalt 
and black raspberr ies. Firm yet polished tannins proceed 
in a l inear set,  going al l  the way through to the end with 
love ly  swee t  f r u i t .  Fu l l -bod ied  and  qu i t e  long .  49% 
grenache ,  32% caberne t  sauv ignon,  13% syrah  and  6% 
grenache blanc co-fermented. Drink or hold.

C A B E R N E T  S A U V I G N O N  2 0 2 0
TASTING DATE  9/23/2022                  RATING   

Deep, ripe but racy at the same time with creme de cassis, 
dark olives, black chocolate and cigar box. Flavorful and 
full-bodied with really fine-grained tannins. Dimensional and 
structured. An exuberant, zealous Paso cabernet sauvignon 
that shows varietal typicity and place. Drink or hold.
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